
In light of its history, the Jewish community has
always taken seriously manifestations of
antisemitism. Our ability to combat this insidious
phenomenon is undermined when antisemitism is
politicized for partisan gain. That is why we are
outraged at the ongoing smear campaign against
the online movement, MoveOn.org.

In August of this year, anonymous individuals
posted antisemitic comments on a heavily
trafficked open forum run by the progressive
online movement, MoveOn.org. When these
comments were brought to the attention of the
staff at MoveOn, the comments were immediately
removed. We applaud their response and echo the
reaction of Anti-Defamation League President
Abraham Foxman, who characterized the incident
as having been “resolved satisfactorily.”

Yet despite this satisfactory resolution, a vicious
campaign to unfairly portray MoveOn and its
members as antisemitic has continued unabated.
We strongly condemn this cynical politically
motivated effort. Former Representative Sam
Gejdenson put it best when he wrote about these
smears against Moveon.org in an op-ed published
by the Forward, a national Jewish newspaper:  

“Whatever our political allegiances, the Jewish
community should unite in condemning any effort
by any side to demean and diminish the evil that
is antisemitism by brandishing the charge for
political purposes. We face enough real dangers
and challenges in the world to which we need to
focus our national and communal attention.”

The quest for power, political and otherwise, can
tempt people to play on others’ fears rather than
their hopes. But fear is not a Jewish value. On
many occasions in the Torah, God commands our
ancestors, al tira, (do not fear). To be a Jew is to
refuse to give into fear, but rather to live from a
position of tikva (hope). 

It is this hope that drives millions of Americans
to care enough about the direction of our country
to spend time working toward a more just America.
Through these attacks, politically motivated fear-
mongers seek to trample on that hope.    

We are committed to fighting real antisemitism
when it appears. But we will not stand by while
others manipulate our fear of antisemitism for
political gain.
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In the first three days, 1500 signed. 
We need your support to help spread this message. 
Visit www.jspot.org to sign the petition and make a donation.

As American Jews, we condemn the
manipulation of fear of antisemitism for
political gain, including the recent campaign
against the online movement MoveOn.org. 

We stand for the
Jewish value of
placing hope over
fear by expanding
opportunity and
creating justice 
for all Americans.

Melanie Kaye/Kantrowitz
Rabbi Michael Lerner
Rabbi Ellen Lippmann
Ted Mann
Rabbi Rolando J. Matalon
Ruth Messinger
Deborah Dash Moore
Jo-Ann Mort
Kathleen Peratis
Adam Rogoff
Rabbi David Rosenn
Vic Rosenthal
Rabbi David Saperstein
Rabbi Chaim Seidler-Feller
Rabbi Gerald Serotta
Tiffany Shlain
Micah Sifry
Dara Silverman
Sarah A. Silverman
David Sirota
Daniel Sokatch
Rabbi Felicia Sol
Alan Solomont
Rabbi Toba Spizter
Matt Stoller
Rabbi David Teutsch
Alan Van Capelle
Rabbi Arthur Waskow
Rabbi Avi Winokur

This ad made possible by donations from the following signatories:
Lawrence Neil Bailis and Susan Shevitz, Irl S. Barg & Janet C. Walkow,
Linda Hunt Beckman, Rabbi Haim Dov Beliak, Perry Berman, 
Dr. John P Blass, Janet Brody, Rachel Katzin Chodorov, Rachel Chodorov,
Rabbi Rachel Cowan, Ruth Crystal, Barbara Deinhardt, Jeffrey Dekro,
Steve Fahrer, Tema Freed, Lanny Gertler, Lawrence Ginsburg, 
John & Judith Glass, Ezra Goldstein, Suzan Greenberg, Michelle Gubbay,
Ted Hochstadt, Gloria Hoffman, Adele Hoffman, Rabbi Lauren Holtzblatt,
Rabbi Linda Holtzman, Rabbi Jill Jacobs, Richard Kanegis, 
Ginny & Ben Kendall, Kathie Lester, Dr. Efrat Levy, Rabbi Mordechai Liebling,
Marc Lowenstein, Rita Lowenthal, Ken Mackie, Donna Malamud, 
Rabbi Jeffrey Marker, Diana Miller, Mik Moore, Claire G. Moses, 
Judith Obermayer, Jessica Oppenheimer, Karen Platt, Gaile M. Pohlhaus,
Murray Polner, Linda Preston, Barbara Straus Reed, Jeffrey M Roth,
William Savedoff, Joan W. Scott, Dr. Jeffrey Shapiro, Stephen Siegel, 
Rabbi Toba Spitzer, Shelley R. Spivack, Silvia Tennenbaum, Matt Weingarden,
Eric Weis, Ann S. Wexler, Howard Winant, Michael Zuckerman

 


